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The to-do list
H a v e the bes t o f  tim es  

H ear carols and  see classics performed  at th e 
D ick ens F air from 1 0  a .m . to  4  p .m . to d a y  
at C avelero M id  H igh  S ch ool, 8 2 2 0  2 4 th  S t. S E , 
E verett. D onate a can of food  for ad mission.

C hec k  o ut 
la c r o s s e 

E verett’s new  
professional team, 
th e S tealth , h old s 
open practices tod ay. 
T h ey ’re at 8 :3 0  a .m . 
a n d  5 p .m . at C om-
cast A rena. It’s free.
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C r a c k  tha t s a fe

A safe belonging to 
M ar y sv ille’s fi r st m ay or  
m or e th an a c entu r y  ago h as 
been d onated  to th e c ity ’s 
h istor ic al soc iety  (above).

H istor ic al soc iety  
offi c ials h av en’t y et 
op ened  th e v au lt, 
as th ey ’r e w aiting 
for  a c allbac k  fr om  
G er ald o R iv er a.

T h ey  d id , 
h ow ev er , k noc k  

d ow n r u m or s th at C olton 
H ar r is- M oor e is h id ing 
insid e th e safe.

A n d  d on ’t  p u k e over  t h e 
t r an s om : I f y ou ’r e y ou nger  
th an 3 0 , y ou  need  a boater  
ed u c ation c ar d  in or d er  to 
sk ip p er  y ou r  ow n v essel. A 
c lass fi r st th ing th is m or ning 
at W est M ar ine in E v er ett w ill 
get y ou  q u alifi ed  (P ag e F 1 ).

T h e c lass teac h es v alu able 
sk ills, bu t T h e 

B u z z  h as alw ay s 
m aintained  th e 

N o. 1  w ay  to boat 
safely  is to leav e 
th e beer  and  

booz e on th e d oc k .

N o bad  i d eas , alm os t : 
S eek ing to ov er h au l th e 
c om p any ’s h id ebou nd  
bu r eau c r ac y , th e new  C E O  of 
G ener al M otor s told  w or k er s 
th ey  c an feel fr ee to tak e r isk s 
on new  id eas w ith ou t fear  of 
being fi r ed  (P ag e D 2 ).

H ow ev er , h e d id  say  th at 
th e gu y  w h o c am e u p  w ith  
P ontiac  Az tek  h as 3 0  m inu tes 
to c lean ou t h is d esk .

— Mark Carlson, Herald staff

26 years for UW student in Italy slaying, B 3

S ee the lig hts  

T h e W arm B each  C amp’s ligh t d isplay  in S tanw ood  sh ines b righ tly  
from 5 to  1 0  p .m . to d a y  a n d  S un d a y  at 2 0 8 0 0  M arine D rive. 
A d mission is $ 8  to $ 1 4 . F or more h olid ay  sigh ts, see P a g e F 1 .

H E ID I H O F F M A N  / T H E  H E R A LD

Aft e r  s t a n d in g  in  lin e  fo r  1 2  h o u r s , N ic o le  B r u le t  (le ft ), Em ily  P a r s a o r a n  (c e n t e r ) a n d  S h e ila  Am o s  e a g e r ly  a w a it  t ic k e t s  t o  C h r is t m a s  Ho u s e , a  g ift  
d is t r ib u t io n  fo r  fa m ilie s  in  n e e d , a t  t h e  B o y s  &  G ir ls  C lu b  in  Ev e r e t t  o n  F r id a y .

BY BI L L  S H E E T S

Herald Writer

EVERETT — Commercial air-
lin e s erv ice at  P ain e F ield  w ou ld  
n ot  s ig n ifi can t ly  in creas e n ois e in  

s u rrou n d in g  n eig h b orh ood s , n or 
w ou ld  jet  ex h au s t  n ot iceab ly  p ol-
lu te t h e air or traffi c clog  t h e road s  
arou n d  t h e airp ort , accord in g  to a 
s t u d y  releas ed  F rid ay .

Th e 8 6 -p ag e s t u d y  w as  con -

d u cted  b y  con s u ltan t s  h ired  b y  
S n oh omis h  Cou n t y  in  res p on s e to 
req u es t s  from t w o airlin es  las t  y ear 
to op erate p as s en g er fl ig h t s  from 
P ain e F ield . Th e airp ort , w h ich  
p rimarily  s erv es  B oein g  op era-

t ion s  an d  s maller, p riv ate aircraft , 
is  ow n ed  an d  op erated  b y  t h e 
cou n t y .

P u b lic h earin g s  on  t h e rep ort  are 
p lan n ed  for early  Jan u ary .

H oriz on  A irlin es  of S eat t le h as  

s aid  it  w an t s  to fl y  fou r t imes  a d ay  
to P ort lan d , O re., an d  t w ice p er d ay  
to S p ok an e, u s in g  7 5 -s eat  B om-
b ard ier Q 4 0 0  t u rb op rop  airp lan es  
on  b ot h  rou tes . A lleg ian t  A ir of L as  
Veg as  h as  s aid  it  p lan s  to fl y  t w ice 
a w eek  to L as  Veg as , u s in g  1 5 0 -s eat  
M D 8 3  jet  aircraft .

Paine Field fears dismissed
N oise, traffic  and p ollu tion w ou ldn’t b e m u c h  w orse, key  stu dy  say s

BY A N D Y R A T H BU N

Herald Writer

EVERETT — Emily  P ars aoran  w as n ’t  s u re if  s h e 
w ou ld  mak e it  t h rou g h  t h e d oor.

S h e h ad  b een  s it t in g  ou t s id e in  a lon g  lin e for 1 1  
h ou rs , h op in g  to g et  in to Ch ris tmas  H ou s e. 

S h e k n ew  t h e ch arit y  w ou ld  s erv e on ly  1 9 5  families  
on  F rid ay , it s  fi  rs t  d ay  op en . S h e w as  n ear t h e s ig n  
t h at  remin d ed  h er of t h at .

S h e als o k n ew  d oz en s  of p eop le w ere in  fron t  of  
h er — may b e ev en  1 9 5 . S h e h ad  to tak e h er ch an ces , 
t h ou g h . H er h u s b an d  w ork s  at  an  A M / P M  con v e-

n ien ce s tore. S h e cares  for t h eir s ix  ch ild ren . Th ey  
n eed ed  h elp  t h is  Ch ris tmas .

Th e temp erat u re d rop p ed  to 3 0  d eg rees  ov ern ig h t . 
S h e w as  cold  an d  s u rrou n d ed  b y  an x iou s  s t ran g ers . 
S h e h ad  ev ery  reas on  to b e u p s et . S h e w as n ’t .

“ I t ’s  k in d  of ex cit in g ,”  s h e s aid . “ Y ou  g et  to meet  
n ew  p eop le an d  s t u f f , an d  k n ow  t h ey ’re g oin g  
t h rou g h  t h e s ame t h in g  y ou ’re g oin g  t h rou g h .”

�   �   �

Ch ris tmas  H ou s e ex p ect s  to h av e a record -s et t in g  

C h ar ity  is in d em and  

  C hr is tm a s  
H o us e 
d eta ils
T h e ch arity  only  
offers new  toy s. F or 
d etails on d onations 
or on receiving gifts, 
visit w w w .ch ristmas-
h ouse.org or call 
4 2 5 -3 3 8 -2 2 7 3 .

BY G A L E  F I E G E

Herald Writer

M A RY S VI L L E — N ob od y  k n ow s  
t h e comb in at ion  an y more or ev en  
h as  a clu e w h at ’s  in s id e.

A  s afe from t h e 1 8 8 0 s  ow n ed  
b y  M ary s v ille’s  fi  rs t  may or w as  
d on ated  recen t ly  to t h e M ary s v ille 
H is torical S ociet y . 

“ I  w on d er if  Ev eret t  Commu n it y  
Colleg e offers  S afe-Crack in g  1 0 1 ? ”  
s ociet y  p res id en t  K en  Cag e s aid , as  
h e fi d d led  w it h  t h e s afe’s  comb in a-
t ion  lock .

B ein g  ab le to d is cov er w h at ’s  
in s id e t h e 2 ,5 0 0 -p ou n d  s afe w ou ld  
b e g reat , s aid  A u t rey  S teillin g , 
Cag e’s  h is torical s ociet y  colleag u e.

“ W e s h ou ld  s ell $ 5  t ick et s  an d  
let  p eop le g u es s ,”  S teillin g  s aid . “ I  
w ou ld  s ay  it ’s  p rob ab ly  f u ll of Con -
fed erate mon ey .”

S teillin g  con t in u ed  h is  jok in g  
b y  offerin g  to t h row  a n ew s  med ia 
p art y , s omet h in g  lik e TV rep orter 
G erald o Riv era’s  in famou s  liv e 

D on ated  
s afe g ives  
m u s eu m  
a m y s ter y

S ee the s a fe
  T h e M ark  S w innerton safe can b e 
seen at th e M ary sville H istorical S o-
ciety , 1 5 0 8 -B  T h ird  S t., from 1 0  a.m. 
to 3  p.m. M ond ay  th rough  S aturd ay . 
M ore info: 3 6 0 -6 5 9 -3 0 9 0 .

S ee S A F E , P age A 4

S ee C H A R IT Y , P age A 4

M a r y s v ille ’s  fi rs t  m a y o r  
once owned the 19th-century 
s a fe. N ow his toria ns  jus t 
need som eone to cra ck  it.

S ee P A IN E , P age A 4
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year as it celebrates its 29th 
an n iv ersary.

T he n o n p ro fi t o rg an iz atio n  w ill 
sp en d  1 5  d ays this m o n th g iv in g  
aw ay ten s o f  tho u san d s o f  g ifts to  
lo w - in co m e S n o ho m ish C o u n ty 
fam ilies.

R ick  K v an g n es , p resid en t o f  
C hristm as H o u se, said  the charity 
is p rep ared  to  serv e 3 ,90 0  fam ilies, 
6 0 0  m o re than  last year.

T he charity w o rk s o n ly w ith 
co u n ty resid en ts in  ho u seho ld s at 
o r belo w  1 5 0  p ercen t o f  the p o v -
erty lev el. T hat’s an  an n u al in co m e 
o f  $ 3 3 ,0 7 5  f o r a fam ily o f  f o u r.

T he recessio n  has p u shed  m an y 
p eo p le in to  that ran g e, so m ethin g  
ap p aren t this year. 

U su ally, p eo p le start lin in g  
u p  f o r C hristm as H o u se’s F rid ay 
o p en in g  at 5  p .m . T hu rsd ay. T his 
year, the fi rst fam ily g o t in  lin e at 
1 0  p .m . W ed n esd ay, settin g  u p  a 
ten t f o r the lo n g  w ait. 

D .J . M o rg an , 1 6 , w as k eep in g  
his sister N ik ia W hite co m p an y 
at the fro n t o f  the lin e. B o th w ere 
shiv erin g . 

W hite, 1 8 , ju st had  her fi rst 
child , a g irl, n o w  6  m o n ths. S he 
an d  the baby’s father are u n em -
p lo yed , liv in g  in  a ho m e w ith 
sev en  o ther p eo p le. M o n ey is tig ht. 

S he g o t in  lin e at 7  a.m . T hu rsd ay. 
“ T here’s n o t en o u g h to  g iv e her 

the C hristm as I  w an t to  g iv e her,”  
W hite said .

W hite an d  her bro ther talk ed  
to  p ass the tim e. S o n ja S tark , 3 0 , 
bro u g ht the g am e Y ahtz ee. 

T he m o ther o f  three has co m e 
to  C hristm as H o u se fo r the p ast 1 0  
years. W hile it can  be d iffi cu lt sit-
tin g  in  the co ld  f o r ho u rs, it’s w o rth 
the effo rt.

“ E v ery C hristm as, w hen  so m e-
o n e says, ‘T han k  yo u  S an ta, than k  
yo u  S an ta,’ I  k n o w  I  d id  so m ethin g  
g o o d ,”  S tark  said .

�  �  �

C hristm as H o u se w as fo u n d ed  
o u t o f  a g arag e in  1 98 1 . A bo u t 1 0 0  
child ren  receiv ed  p resen ts that 
fi rst year.

E v ery year, it has g ro w n , 
K v an g n es said . It n o w  fi lls the 
g ym n asiu m  at the B o ys &  G irls 
C lu b in  E v erett.

T he charity ru n s w ith m ilitary-
lik e p recisio n . B o ard  m em bers 
co n su lt charts in  n eat bin d ers an d  
an sw er q u estio n s fro m  v o lu n teers 
—  an  arm y o f  6 5 0  p eo p le last year.

F am ilies arriv e at an  assig n ed  
sho p p in g  tim e an d  sit w ith a v o l-
u n teer, w ho  v erifi es their in co m e 
lev el, p lace o f resid en ce an d  that 
they hav e cu sto d y o f their child ren . 

T he fam ily m em ber then  w alk s 
thro u g h the g ym  w ith an o ther v o l-
u n teer, w ho  help s them  cho o se a 

sack - lo ad  o f  g ifts. T he charity g iv es 
aw ay n ew  item s o n ly: sk atebo ard s 
an d  W ilso n  bask etballs, H an n ah 
M o n tan a d o lls an d  m ak e- u p  k its.

T he v o lu n teers en jo y the w o rk , 
retu rn in g  year after year. M o st are 
q u ick  to  share that o n e sto ry o f  
the m o m  o r d ad  w ho se g ratitu d e 
w arm ed  their o w n  hearts.

T ak e B ill H o u g hto n , w ho  has 
v o lu n teered  f o r fi v e years. H is fi rst 
year, he help ed  carry g ifts o u t to  
a car fo r a father o f  f o u r sho rtly 
befo re C hristm as.

“ H e g av e m e a big  hu g  an d  
sho o k  m y han d , the tears w ere 
g o in g  d o w n  his face,”  H o u g hto n  

said . “ I  had  a lu m p  as big  as a 
so ftball in  m y thro at, an d  I ’m  n o t 
an  em o tio n al p erso n .”

�  �  �

T he w o rk  can  be hu m blin g , 
so m ethin g  K v an g n es w as 
rem in d ed  o f  F rid ay m o rn in g , as he 
g av e o u t tick ets to  assig n  sho p p in g  
tim es.

H e ran  o u t halfw ay d o w n  the 
lin e, n ear the sig n  n o tin g  that 1 95  
fam ilies w o u ld  be serv ed . H e to ld  
the hu n d red  o r so  still w aitin g  they 
n eed ed  to  co m e back  an o ther 
d ay, rem in d in g  them  the charity 
p led g es to  serv e ev eryo n e by D ec. 

21 , its last d ay o f  o p eratio n .
S till, p eo p le w ere u p set. S o m e 

co m p lain ed  o f  lin e- cu tters. T hey 
had  been  aw ak e fo r ho u rs. T hey 
w ere co ld , tired  an d  n o t q u ite su re 
w hen  to  g et back  in  lin e f o r S atu r-
d ay’s tick ets. 

B u t n o t E m ily P arsao ran , 29. T he 
m o ther o f  six  held  a yello w  tick et. 
It m ay as w ell hav e been  g o ld . S he 
k issed  it, ag ain  an d  ag ain . S he 
w o u ld  sho p  f o r her six  child ren  at 
1 1 :24  a.m .

“ O h m y G o d ,”  she said . “ W e d id  
it.”

Andy Rathbun: 425-339-3455, 
ar athbun@ he r aldne t.c o m .

Charity: Need is greater than ever
From Page A1

D AN  B AT E S  / T H E  H E R AL D  

Marysville Historical Society’s Ken Cage admits he isn’t very good at safe cracking. On Friday, 
he show s off a safe from the 1 8 8 0 s that has b een locked for decades.

A 4     S atu rd ay , 12 .0 5 .0 9     H e rald

1 98 6  bro ad cast o f  the ex cav atio n  o f  g an g ster 
A l C ap o n e’s secret v au lt ben eath a C hicag o  
ho tel. I n stead  o f  treasu res, R iv era fo u n d  o n ly 
em p ty bo ttles.

T he co n ten ts o f  the o ld  safe in  M arysv ille 
co u ld  rem ain  a m ystery fo rev er.

A d am  B en so n , m an ag er o f  E v erett S afe 
an d  L o ck , is learn in g  w hat he can  abo u t the 
safe, w hich w as m ad e abo u t 1 3 0  years ag o  by 
the H all C o . o f  C in cin n ati an d  S an  F ran cisco .

“ C han ces are it’s em p ty,”  B en so n  said . 
“ T his han d - p ain ted  safe is m o re v alu able left 
as- is. It’s in  p hen o m en al shap e.”

I f  B en so n  can ’t crack  the safe, the o n ly 
o p tio n  w o u ld  be to  d rill it o p en , an d  the 
m ayo r’s d escen d an ts d o n ’t w an t that.

E lected  the to w n ’s fi rst to p  o ffi cial in  1 8 91 , 
M ayo r M ark  S w in n erto n  bo u g ht the safe fo r 
his m ercan tile o n  F ro n t S treet.

S w in n erto n  left his ho m e o n  the Isle o f  
M an  in  the m id d le o f  the n o rth Irish S ea 
an d  trav eled  as a teen ag er to  A u stralia. F ro m  
there he sp en t tim e in  S an  F ran cisco  an d  
ev en tu ally lan d ed  in  M arysv ille in  abo u t 
1 8 8 3 .

S w in n erto n  an d  his w ife S arah had  sev en  
child ren . W hen  M ayo r S w in n erto n  d ied , the 
safe w as g iv en  to  his d au g hter M ary an d  her 
hu sban d  S tev e S au n d ers. T hey w illed  it to  
their so n  D o n ald  S au n d ers. W hen  D o n ald  
d ied , the safe p assed  to  the m ayo r’s g reat-
g ran d so n , D o n  S au n d ers J r., n o w  retired , o f  
M arysv ille.

S au n d ers w an ted  to  p ass it o n  to  
yo u n g er fam ily m em bers, bu t the co st to  
ship  the safe w as p ro hibitiv e. It w as d iffi cu lt 
en o u g h ju st to  m o v e it d o w n  the street to  
the histo rical so ciety, bu t w ell w o rth it, he 
said .

“ It’s p art o f  M arysv ille’s histo ry,”  S au n d ers 
said . “ T he safe hasn ’t been  o p en ed  f o r m o re 
than  5 0  years. I f  the g u y fro m  E v erett can ’t 
crack  it, they m ig ht be able to  fi n d  so m e-
bo d y in  a C alifo rn ia p riso n  w ith ex p erien ce 
o n  o ld  safes.”

A ll jo k in g  asid e, C ag e said , the so ciety is 
g ratefu l f o r the d o n atio n .

“ It’s a really w o n d erfu l ad d itio n  to  the 
m u seu m  fro m  a g reat fam ily o f  M arysv ille,”  
C ag e said .

G ale  F i e g e : 425-339-3427 , g fi e g e @
he r aldne t.c o m .

S af e : M ary sville has p u z z le
From Page A1

H E ID I H O FFM AN  / T H E  H E R AL D

Sergiy B istritskiy (right) shop s for his three children w ith volu nteer D olores B lu eford at Christmas Hou se at the B oys &  G irls Clu b  in E verett on Friday.

T he stu d y w as p rep ared  based  o n  
the n u m ber o f  fl ig hts p ro p o sed  by 
the airlin es, said  P eter C am p , w ho  
han d les lan d - u se issu es fo r S n o -
ho m ish C o u n ty E x ecu tiv e A aro n  
R eard o n .

T he co u n ty w as req u ired  to  co n -
d u ct an  en v iro n m en tal assessm en t 
befo re the airp o rt’s certifi catio n  can  
be chan g ed  to  allo w  f o r co m m ercial 
fl ig hts.

S o m e S n o ho m ish C o u n ty elected  
o ffi cials hav e said  they o p p o se co m -
m ercial air serv ice at P ain e F ield . 
S till, fed eral law  o blig ates an y airp o rt 
o p erato r that receiv es fed eral f u n d s 
to  n eg o tiate in  g o o d  faith to  p ro v id e 
sp ace to  an y airlin e that ex p resses 
an  in terest in  u sin g  the airp o rt.

T he $ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0  en v iro n m en tal stu d y 
w as fu n d ed  by a g ran t fro m  the F ed -
eral A v iatio n  A d m in istratio n .

F o r n o ise, the stu d y u ses an  av er-
ag e 24 - ho u r d ecibel lev el as the 
g au g e. T he fed eral g o v ern m en t co n -
sid ers the 6 5 - d ecibel lev el the thresh-
o ld  f o r effects that co u ld  req u ire 
rem ed ies, su ch as n o ise in su latio n  
p ro g ram s.

T he stu d y co n clu d es that the area 
w here n o ise w o u ld  reach an  av erag e 
6 5 - d ecibel lev el w o u ld  ex p an d  by 
fo u r acres in  20 1 0 . T hat w o u ld  n o t 
ex ten d  in to  n earby n eig hbo rho o d s.

B y 20 1 6 , the 6 5 - d ecibel f o o tp rin t 
w o u ld  g ro w  to  1 7  acres larg er than  

to d ay, bu t still w o u ld  n o t “ en co m -
p ass an y resid en ces, p erso n s o r 
o ther n o ise sen sitiv e lan d  u ses o r 
areas,”  acco rd in g  to  the stu d y.

O p p o n en ts o f  co m m ercial air ser-
v ice at the airp o rt say it w o u ld  d am -
ag e the q u ality o f  life in  n earby n eig h-
bo rho o d s w ith n o ise an d  p o llu tio n . 
T he cities o f  M u k ilteo , E d m o n d s, 
L yn n w o o d , M o u n tlak e T errace an d  
W o o d w ay hav e ap p ro v ed  reso lu -
tio n s o p p o sin g  p assen g er fl ig hts at 
the airp o rt.

S o m e o f  tho se o p p o n en ts hav e 
said  they w o u ld  m o u n t their d efen se 
ag ain st co m m ercial fl ig hts d u rin g  
the p u blic co m m en t p erio d  o n  the 
stu d y.

G reg  H au th, p resid en t o f  S av e O u r 
C o m m u n ities, the lead in g  o p p o si-
tio n  g ro u p , said  the g ro u p  w o u ld  
sav e its o bserv atio n s f o r the co m -
m en t p erio d .

“ W e hig hly en co u rag e p eo p le to  
activ ely p articip ate in  the p ro cess 
an d  to  g et o u t f o r the p u blic hear-
in g s w hen  tho se are held  in  Jan u ary,”  
H au th said  F rid ay.

O thers hav e p u shed  f o r co m m er-
cial fl ig hts at P ain e F ield , citin g  co n -
v en ien ce an d  p o ten tial eco n o m ic 
ben efi t.

G reg  T isd el, sp o k esm an  f o r the 
g ro u p  F ly P ain e F ield , said  F rid ay 
they w o u ld  also  ho ld  o f f  o n  co m -
m en tin g  o n  the stu d y.

“ W e’ll hav e so m ethin g  to  say 
later,”  he said .

P ain e : S tu dy  do w np lay s no ise 
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H av e  yo u r s ay 
P u b lic  he arin g s  on  an  
en v iron men tal s tu d y  on  c om-
merc ial air s erv ic e at Pain e 
Field  are 6 :3 0  to 9  p .m. Jan . 4  
at M ead ow d ale H igh  S c h ool, 
6 0 0 2  16 8 th  S t. S W , L y n n w ood , 
an d  6 :3 0  to 9  p .m. Jan . 5  at th e 
S n oh omis h  C ou n ty  PU D , 2 3 2 0  
C aliforn ia S t., E v erett.

T he  d raft e n v iro n m e n tal 
as s e s s m e n t is  av ailab le for 
rev iew  at th e airp ort offi c e, 
on  th e Pain e Field  W eb  s ite at 
p ain efi eld .c om/airs erv ic eea.
h tml, at s n oc o.org/d ep artmen ts /
airp ort an d  at loc al lib raries . 

W ritte n  c o m m e n ts  w ill b e 
ac c ep ted  th rou gh  Jan . 15 . T h ey  
may  b e s u b mitted  b y  e-mail 
to c ay la.morgan @ faa.gov  or 
airs erv ic eeac ommen ts @ s n oc o.
org. T h ey  may  b e mailed  to 
C ay la M organ , E n v iron men tal 
Protec tion  S p ec ialis t, S eattle 
Airp orts  D is tric t O ffi c e, Fed eral 
Av iation  Ad min is tration , 16 0 1 
L in d  Av e. S W , R en ton , W A  
9 8 0 5 7 -3 3 5 6 , or D av e W aggon -
er, D irec tor, S n oh omis h  C ou n ty  
Airp ort, 3 2 2 0  10 0 th  S t. S W , 
S u ite A, E v erett, W A 9 8 2 0 4 .

AS S O C I AT E D  P R E S S

K A B U L  —  U .S . M arin es 
sw o o p ed  d o w n  behin d  T aliban  
lin es in  helico p ters an d  O sp rey 
aircraft F rid ay in  the fi rst o f fen -
siv e sin ce P resid en t B arack  
O bam a an n o u n ced  an  A m eri-
can  tro o p  su rg e.

A bo u t 1 ,0 0 0  M arin es an d  1 5 0  
A f g han  tro o p s w ere tak in g  p art 
in  “ O p eratio n  C o bra’s A n g er”  in  
a bid  to  d isru p t T aliban  su p p ly 
an d  co m m u n icatio n s lin es in  
the N o w  Z ad  V alley o f  H elm an d  
p ro v in ce in  so u thern  A f g han i-
stan , the scen e o f  heav y fi g ht-
in g  last su m m er, acco rd in g  to  
M arin e sp o k esm an  M aj. W il-
liam  P elletier.

H u n d red s o f tro o p s fro m  the 
3 rd  B attalio n , 4 th M arin es an d  
the M arin e reco n n aissan ce u n it 
T ask  F o rce R aid er d ro p p ed  by 
helico p ters an d  M V - 22 O sp rey 
aircraft in  the n o rthern  en d  o f  
the v alley w hile a seco n d , larg er 
M arin e fo rce p u shed  n o rthw ard  
fro m  the m ain  M arin e base in  the 
to w n  o f N o w  Z ad , P elletier said .

A  U .S . m ilitary o ffi cial in  
W ashin g to n  said  it w as the fi rst 
u se o f  O sp reys, aircraft that 

co m bin e featu res o f  helico p ters 
an d  fi x ed  w in g  aircraft, in  an  
o f fen siv e in v o lv in g  u n its larg er 
than  p lato o n s.

T he o ffi cial said  that O sp reys 
hav e p rev io u sly been  u sed  
f o r in tellig en ce an d  p atro l 
o p eratio n s.

C o m bat en g in eers u sed  
arm o red  steam ro llers an d  
ex p lo siv es to  f o rce a co rrid o r 
thro u g h T aliban  m in efi eld s —  
k n o w n  as “ I E D  A lley”  becau se 
o f  the hu g e n u m ber o f  ro ad sid e 
bo m bs, k n o w n  as im p ro v ised  
ex p lo siv e d ev ices, an d  lan d  
m in es, P elletier said .

R o ad sid e bo m bs an d  m in es 
hav e beco m e the big g est 
k iller o f  A m erican  tro o p s in  
A f g han istan .

T here w ere n o  rep o rts o f  U .S . 
o r A f g han  g o v ern m en t casu -
alties. T he sp o k esm an  f o r the 
A f g han  g o v ern o r o f  H elm an d  
p ro v in ce, D ao o d  A hm ad i, said  
at least f o u r T aliban  fi g hters 
had  been  k illed  an d  their bo d ies 
reco v ered .

H e said  m o re than  3 0 0  m in es 
an d  ro ad sid e bo m bs had  been  
lo cated  in  the fi rst d ay o f  the 
o p eratio n .

Marine offensive 
t arg et s T alib an

...

P
ub

lic
at

io
n 

D
at

e:
 

12
/0

5/
20

09

A
d 

N
um

be
r: 

In
se

rti
on

 N
um

be
r: 

S
iz

e:
C

ol
or

 T
yp

e:
 

C
lie

nt
 N

am
e:

 
A

dv
er

tis
er

:
S

ec
tio

n/
P

ag
e/

Zo
ne

:
A

/A
00

4/
D

es
cr

ip
tio

n:

Th
is

 E
-S

he
et

(R
) i

s 
pr

ov
id

ed
 a

s 
co

nc
lu

si
ve

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
th

at
 th

e 
ad

 a
pp

ea
re

d 
in

 T
he

 D
ai

ly
 H

er
al

d 
on

 th
e 

da
te

 &
 p

ag
e 

in
di

ca
te

d.
  Y

ou
 m

ay
 n

ot
 c

re
at

e 
de

ri
va

tiv
e 

w
or

ks
, o

r 
in

 a
ny

 w
ay

 e
xp

lo
it 

or
 r

ep
ur

po
se

 a
ny

 c
on

te
nt

.


